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SECRET ROME 2094 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR SGEN VT HU CZ 

SUBJECT: VATICAN-CZECH RELATIONS 

REF: PRAGUE 274 

1. ACCORDING TO RELIABLE VATICAN SOURCE, CZECH GOVERNMENT HAS 
BEEN PRESSING VATICAN FOR RESUMPTION OF BILATERAL TALKS BROKEN 
OFF LAST SPRING. BASED ON SHABBY PERFORMANCE OF GOC LAST YEAR, 
ESPECIALLY FAILURE PROPERLY TO COMPLY WITH TERMS OF ANNOUNCING 
SEVERAL BISHOPS' RESIGNATION FROM PACEM IN TERRIS, VATICAN OT 
RUSHING TO ACCEPT INVITATION. NEVERTHELESS, SOURCE FEELS SOME- 
THING MIGHT GIVE LATER THIS YEAR. 

2. VATICAN WELL AWARE GOC MOST ANXIOUS TO HAVE SUFFRAGEN DIO- 
CESES OF KOSICE AND ROZNAVA SEVERED FROM THEIR METROPOLITAN SEE 
AT ESZTERGOM. VATICAN TELLS US THIS IS PROBLEM THEY HAVE BEEN 
HOPING TO SOLVE SINCE DISSOLUTION OF DUAL MONARCHY IN 1918. 
EXPONENTS OF HUNGARIAN NATIONALISM, ESPOUSING DOCTRINE OF LANDS 
UNDER CROWN OF ST. STEPHEN, HAVE ALWAYS OPPOSED THIS RATIONALI- 
ZATION OF CHURCH BOUNDARIES AND, BETWEEN WARS, THE CZECH GOVERN- 
MENT UNDER PRESIDENT MASARYK PRACTICED STRICT POLICY OF SEPARATION 
OF CHURCH AND STATE, TAKING NO INTEREST IN MATTER. ONE VATICAN 
SOURCE ALSO NOTED THAT IN PERIOD BETWEEN WARS THERE WERE CONSIDER- 
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SUCCESSFULLY DISSUADED HOLY SEE FROM TAKING DECISION WHICH, IN 
ABSENCE OF GOC PRESSURE AT TIME, NOT DIFFICULT TO DO. CARDINAL 
MINDSZENTY QUITE EXPECTEDLY HAS ALWAYS OPPOSED REMOVAL OF KOSIZE 
AND ROZNAVA FROM UNDER HIS JURISDICTION. ACTUALLY, BULK OF 
ARCHDIOCESE OF ESZTERGOM FALLS WITHIN SLOVAKIA WITH SOME 460 
PARISHES, WHILE ONLY 60-70 ARE WITHIN HUNGARY. WITH MINDSZENTY 
OUT OF PICTURE, OUR SOURCES INFORM US, HOLY SEE IS QUITE WILLING 
TO MAKE NECESSARY DIVISION, PARTICULARLY SINCE NEW APOSTOLIC 
ADMINISTRATOR OF ESZTERGOM, MSGR. LEKAI, AS WELL AS MAJORITY OF 
HUNGARIAN HIERARCHY HAVE NO OBJECTIONS. TIMING OF REGULARIZA- 
TION THESE TWO DIOCESAN BORDERSN, AS WELL AS CHOUCE OF NEW BISHOPS, 

WILL NO DOUBT BE SETTLED IN ANY EVENTUAL VATICAN-CZECHOSLOVAK 
TALKS. VOLPE 
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